Appendix 2 – Rationale and Case put forward by Laurus Trust

The Trustees of The Laurus Trust are the admissions authority for Cheadle Hulme High School and are consulting on the admissions policy for entry into Cheadle Hulme High School in September 2023. Sections 1.45-1.48 of the School Admissions Code (2021) require all admissions authorities to formally consult on any proposed changes to their admission arrangements. 
Who is involved in the consultation? 
· parents of children between ages of 2 and 18
· other persons in the area who in the opinion of the admission authority have an interest in the proposed admissions
· all other admission authorities in the local area
· the Local Authority 

Rationale for the consultation
In 2017, the oversubscription criteria for Cheadle Hulme High School (CHHS) was adjusted to accommodate the creation of Cheadle Hulme Primary School, favouring pupils from the primary school for admission into CHHS. The guiding principle for the Laurus Trust was to be able to support children and their families from nursery through to sixth form. 
Originally it was envisaged that the primary school would be located much nearer to CHHS than it actually is. The Department for Education selected the site on Cheadle Road: the same site as CHHS’ sister school, Laurus Cheadle Hulme, which opened in September 2018 to meet the growing demand for secondary school places in the local area.
The unintended consequence of the CHHS oversubscription criteria in its current form is that children living in the catchment area for CHHS may not get into the school.
As a result the Laurus Trust proposes to consult on removing attendance at Cheadle Hulme Primary School as part of the oversubscription criteria for entry into CHHS. The trust does not propose changing the oversubscription criteria at Laurus Cheadle Hulme: as the two schools are on the same site and have very similar areas where pupils live, it supports our communities to ensure the oversubscription criteria for those two schools are closely aligned.
The current and proposed oversubscription criteria are as follows:
	Current oversubscription criteria
	Proposed oversubscription criteria

	A. Looked after children, and all previously looked after children*
B. Children considered to have highly exceptional medical/social reasons
C. Children in attendance at Cheadle Hulme Primary School ordered by categories D-H
D. Children who live in the catchment area of the school and will have a sibling at the school at the time of admission 
E. Children who live in the catchment area of the school
F. Children of staff who have been employed at the school for a minimum of two years or are offering a shortage subject/area
G. Children who live outside the catchment area of the school and will have a sibling at the school at the time of admission 
H. Any other applicants, in order of straight line distance measured between home and the school
I. Applications received after the closing date ordered by the criteria detailed at A-H above

* including those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. Previously looked after children are children who were looked after but ceased to be so because immediately after, they became subject to adoption, a child arrangements order, or special guardianship order.
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How to respond to the consultation 
Please complete the online form to respond to this consultation.
What happens next
At the end of the consultation period, the Laurus Trust will consider all responses to the proposal and will determine the admission arrangements for 2023/24 by 28th February 2022, at which time they will be published on the school’s website. 
https://www.laurustrust.co.uk/

